High stability of original predominant pospiviroid genotypes upon mechanical inoculation from ornamentals to potato and tomato.
Eleven pospiviroid isolates from ornamental plants and one from pepper were successfully transmitted to potato and tomato by mechanical inoculation. All isolates with characteristic predominant genotypes were inoculated to a series of potato and tomato plants and propagated for up to four passages. In total, 385 nucleotide sequences were determined, in which 17 new predominant genotypes were identified with minimal differences to the original predominant genotype. In addition, in the original ornamental hosts, only one of eleven predominant pospiviroid genotypes had changed during the experiments over a period of 2 years. These results confirm the high stability of predominant pospiviroid genotypes.